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Contact: Press Coordinator, marchonthebrandywine@hotmail.com; Sharon Silverman 610-793-3968.
JULY 30, 2009—FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
INTERVIEWS CAN BE ARRANGED

PHOTOS AVAILABLE ELECTRONICALLY ON REQUEST
Brief: Unionville High School Marching Band to Host “March on the Brandywine” Cavalcade of Bands October 17, 2009; Ideas for Journalists
KENNETT SQUARE, PA—The March on the Brandywine band competition hosted by Unionville High School on Saturday, October 17, 2009 at 6 p.m., promises to be a festive, family-friendly event with a full slate of high school marching bands performing in competition. The evening will conclude with the UHS Indians, 2008 Liberty “A” Division champions, performing their unique show, Steel, in exhibition.

Here are some story lines about the band and March on the Brandywine: 
o
Drill thrill. Marching band members move precisely while playing music. How do they know where to be and, just as importantly, how do they avoid crashing into each other? Each student has a “drill” notebook, like a playbook, that details his or her position on the field from the starting lineup to the concluding note. Find out how these are created and used, and what those funny symbols mean.
o
Keeping the beat in style.  Percussionists provide the heartbeat of a marching band. Talk with an instructor/coach to find out how musicians in the battery (marching drummers) and pit (non-marching musicians who play xylophone, vibraphones, and other percussion instruments) are honed into an incredibly precise unit, whether it’s playing on the beat or raising their drumsticks and mallets the exact same distance in perfect unison.
o
March to the Cavalcade. The March on the Brandywine Cavalcade on October 17 will be the culmination of months of intense behind-the-scenes work by the Cavalcade Committee of the Unionville Marching Band Boosters. Just as the band works to perfect its on-field moves, the committee is taking every possible step to ensure the safety and enjoyment of the spectators and the twelve visiting bands. Signage, field management, ticket sales, traffic and parking, trophy procurement, and food service are on the committee’s detailed checklist. Find out how this well-oiled machine works.
o
Marching band symphony. Photo essay and/or video portrait of the Unionville High School marching band from the first days of band camp in August, 2009 through the season finale in Hershey, PA, the weekend of November 14-15, 2009. Watch as the band transforms from a mass of sweaty, semi-coordinated kids wearing casual clothing to a proud, cohesive musical unit that exudes professionalism from the top of its hat plumes to its shiny black shoes.
o
Marching band color guard: more than just flag-waving. A marching band cannot succeed on music alone; the color guard adds key choreography and visual appeal. Using flags, sabers, stylized rifles, and sometimes other props, the guard, also known as the “auxiliary,” moves and dances in a way that enhances the performance. Through interviews with color guard members and coaches, find out what goes into synchronized flag-spinning (give it a try—it’s not as easy as it looks!), how they switch from one piece of equipment to the next without distracting the audience, and what it takes to make a split-second costume change.
Coming soon: your official invitation to band camp!

For more information or additional ideas, or to request photos or arrange interviews, please contact the Press Coordinator via marchonthebrandywine@hotmail.com; or call Sharon Silverman, 610-793-3968.
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